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classes as a whole, as related to those classes who,
in the modern world, direct them. By implication,
if not consciously, they are partners to a certain
bargain. They are not partners to a bargain
because they consent to labour, for there is no
bargaining with necessity; and they would have
to labour in any case, if they wished to remain
alive. They are partners to a bargain because
they consent to labour under the direction of other
people. It is true that, as regards the present and
the near future, they are confronted by necessity
even here. This is obviously true of countries
such as Great Britain, in which, if the labour of
the many were not elaborately organised by the
few, three-fourths of the present population would
be unable to obtain bread. Nevertheless, if we
take a wider view of affairs, and consider what,
without violating possibility, might conceivably
take place in the course of a few disastrous
centuries, the mass of modern labourers might
gradually secede from the position which they
at present occupy, and, spreading themselves in
families or small industrial groups over the vast
agricultural areas which still remain unoccupied,
might keep themselves alive by labouring under
their own direction, as men have done in earlier
ages, and as savages do still. They would have, on
the whole, to labour far harder than they do now,
and to labour for a reward which, on the whole,
would be incomparably less than that which is
attainable to-day by all labour except the lowest.